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INTRODUCTION


After his conversion, Paul delivers his personal testimony wherever he goes. He is finally jailed and held for trial because of Jewish complaints and lies. Paul is heard by three significant persons—each with the power to let him go free. Two are governors, and the other is a king. Let us examine Paul’s testimony and see the response of each individual.
I. THE RECIPIENTS OF PAUL’S TESTIMONY

1. Paul first gives his testimony before Governor Felix, whose wife is a Jew (ch. 24).

2. Paul’s second testimony is given before Governor Festus, who wants to do a favor for the Jews who have charged Paul (ch. 25).

3. Paul’s third testimony is given before both Festus & King Agrippa, a Jew (ch. 26).

One thing we learn from these chapters is that Paul is absolutely unafraid to speak to others about his faith in Jesus Christ. He will speak to anyone—whether high or low!
II. THE RECORD OF PAUL’S TESTIMONY
1. He gives a three-point sermon to Felix, who was well-acquainted with the Way. 

(1) He reasons with him about righteousness (24:25).
(2) He reasons with him about self-control (24:25).
(3) He reasons with him about judgment (24:25).
We learn from this experience that Paul uses logic with a person familiar with Christianity. He warns about the importance of being prepared for the judgment.
2. He gives a personal testimony to Festus and Agrippa.

(1) He first tells what his life was like before he met Jesus Christ (26:4-11).
(2) He next tells how he met Jesus Christ (26:12-18).

(3) He then tells what life was like after he met Jesus Christ (26:19-23).
We learn from this experience that Paul uses his personal salvation experience with someone not familiar with Christianity. He explains why a person needs to become a believer, how to become one, and the positive results of becoming one.
III. THE RESPONSE TO PAUL’S TESTIMONY
1. Fearful Felix told him to wait until it was a more convenient time (24:22-25).
2. Festus told Paul he had lost his mind from too much study (26:24).

3. Agrippa told Paul he was almost persuaded to believe (26:25b-28).

Each person who hears the Gospel responds in his or her own unique way. Many people became believers because of Paul’s preaching and personal testimony. However, these three men responded negatively: one thinking he had plenty of time, one thinking religion was silly, and one thinking what he had heard was the truth and something he was going to seriously consider.

CONCLUSION


Paul told Agrippa that he wished all who heard him were moved to consider, no—more than that, to become believers as he was, except for his chains. He wanted all people to be free from the law of sin and death, to be free in Christ. The same is true today. If Paul could stand here today, he would encourage all unbelievers to commit their lives to Christ, to be free indeed. Will you give your life to Christ today? To all believers here today, Paul would encourage you to be fearless witnesses of the grace of God available to all who believe in Jesus. Will you do it? Will you tell others what life was like before you met Christ, how you met Him, and what life is like now that you are a believer? Go and make disciples!
“I have decided to follow Jesus! (3X) No turning back, no turning back!

Tho’ none go with me, I still will follow! (3X) No turning back, no turning back!

Will you decide now to follow Jesus? (3X) No turning back, no turning back!”
